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the passion for tolerance and freedom of opinion in itself
which has influenced such men as Fox and John Stuart
Mill. The only question the condition of the Catholics
presented to his mind was whether the recognition or the
refusal of the Catholic claims was the more likely to produce
a docile Parliament, and to facilitate the management of
Ireland. The Protestant ascendancy was in his opinion
indispensable to British supremacy, and in his letter to
Orde in 1784 he makes it quite clear that the only secret
of government was the art of division. At that time Pitt
was really anxious to admit some measure of Parliamentary
Reform in Ireland, a wish he soon abandoned, and in writing
to Orde he expressed his own feelings about the Catholics
very explicitly. " On every account, too much pains cannot
be taken to encourage the salutary jealousy of the designs of
the Catholics which begins to show itself. That capital line
of division will rend asunder the whole fabric which has been
rearing. Finally, too, in my opinion, the Protestant interest
must be the bond of union between Ireland and this country." l
" I am aware of the arguments against giving way in
any degree. It is feared that, we shall disgust those who
are now the chief support of Government, by showing a
disposition to admit what many of them are personally
interested in opposing; that a reform from which the
Catholics are excluded (which beyond a doubt they must
be) will give them fresh ground for dissatisfaction, and
that perhaps a reform in the representation would render
Parliament too subservient to the prejudices or opinions of
the Irish nation to acquiesce in an English Government/'2
"The line to which my mind at present inclines (open
to whatever new observations or arguments may be sug-
gested to me) is to give Ireland an almost unlimited
communication of commercial advantages, if we can receive
in return some security that her strength and riches will
be our benefit, and that she will contribute from time to
1 Pitt to Orde, Sept. 25, 1784.    Lord Ashbourne's Pitt, p. 94.
2 Pitt to Orde, Sept. 19, 1784.    Lord Ashbourne's Pitt, p. 88.